
B u i l d i n g  

g l o B a l 
C o n n e C t i o n s 
in Forest ProduCts researCh 
and develoPment 
By stefan a. Bergmann and robert J. ross



Woody Biomass. Bio-Based materials. treated Wood ProduCts. Wood 

engineering. Bioenergy. liFe-CyCle assessment. manuFaCturing. these 

Were Just a FeW oF the many toPiCs Covered during the highly suC-

CessFul Forest ProduCts soCiety 64th international Convention. 

held June 20-22, 2010 in Madison, Wisconsin, USA, 
the International Convention showcased the latest in 

forest products research and development and provided an 
opportunity for professional networking among colleagues 
from around the world. It was our largest Convention in 
years, attracting nearly 350 attendees from 23 countries 
with 80 universities, government, and industry labs and 
technical associations represented.

Conference attendees valued both the technical content 
and professional networking. According to conference 

evaluations, 67% of attendees primarily attended the Con-
vention for the opportunity to network professionally, and 
88% indicated that they would be able to use the infor-
mation received at the International Convention in their 
professional lives. In addition, attendees found the overall 
program content quite informative, rating it an average 
of 4 out of 5. “My purpose was to attend to gain infor-
mation on different markets and utilization techniques,” 
commented one registrant. “I certainly came out with a 
significant amount of information.”

the Forest Products society has the power to 

attract professionals from all over the world, and 

this Convention was a good example of this.

i think the way this Convention was conducted is the right one. it 

gives the opportunity for everybody to showcase their research 

and increase their professional confidence.

i have already started using the literature 

materials in improving the research work 

of my graduate students.

“ ”
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W e l C o m e  r e C e P t i o n

the Convention was kicked off by the annual Welcome 
Reception, hosted this year by the Midwest Section 

of FPS and the USDA Forest Products Laboratory. A 
poster session dedicated to the History of Forest Products 
Research, Development, and Technology Transfer was on 
display during the reception. Posters highlighting historical 
contributions were presented by the National Conservation 
Legacy & Education Center, Washington State University 
Composite Materials & Engineering Center, Oregon 
State University Forest Research Laboratory, University 
of Minnesota Natural Resources Research Institute, 
USDA Forest Products Laboratory, and the Forest 
Products Society. This event provided the opportunity for 
hundreds of attendees to actively participate in one of the 
Convention’s well known strengths: renew friendships, 
make new professional connections, and share thoughts 
with colleagues.

s t u d e n t  a C t i v i t i e s

the important contributions of our student members 
were acknowledged by the many student-focused 

activities at the International Convention. These included 
events designed for students to not only meet other 
students but to also have the opportunity to individually 

highlights 
From the Convention 

meet with the leaders of our Society and compete amongst 
themselves. Highlights included:

• The annual Student Appreciation Luncheon in 
which President John Shelly and President-Elect 
Barry Goodell engaged students in a discussion on 
the future of the Forest Products Society.

• A Student Poster Competition supported by all FPS 
Sections and Chapters and providing cash awards 
for the top four posters in the competition. A total 
of fourteen posters were submitted. All student 
participants were awarded FPS logo apparel.  

Student Poster Competition Winners 
First Place ($500) was awarded to Sandeep Sudhakaran 
Nair, a graduate student at the University of Tennessee. 
The title of his poster was “Influence of fiber/matrix nano-
interphase on the mechanical properties of natural fiber 
reinforced polymer composites.” This research focused on 
the characterization of the interphase thickness in cellulose 
fiber reinforced polypropylene composite materials. It 
demonstrated a new technique for evaluating the nanoscale 
mechanical properties within the interphase of adhesively 
bonded wood composites.
Scott Hamel, University of Wisconsin-Madison, was 
awarded Second Place ($250) for his poster titled “Long-
term creep of wood plastic composites subjected to 
bending.” Scott’s research focused on developing baseline 
information of the time-dependent properties of wood-

¹   80 researCh institutes          ¹   23 Countries rePresented          ¹   179 teChniCal Presentations
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plastic composites in tension, compression, and bending at 
various temperature and stress levels.
Honorable Mention awards ($125 each) were awarded 
to Shan Gao, Northeast Forestry University, China, and 
Julius Adewopo, University of Arkansas-Monticello, USA. 

t e C h n i C a l  s e s s i o n s

Capturing the Convention’s theme of “Building on 
a Century of Research,” General Session speakers 

representing university, industry, and government research 
and development centers, as well as the Forest Products 
Society, each provided a summary of technological 
advances that have resulted from their respective segments 
and provided a look into their vision for future R&D 
activities. Introductory comments were provided by Paul 
DeLong, Wisconsin’s State Forester. Building on the 
Convention’s theme, Technical Session Chairs developed 
a well rounded program around several topics: advances in 
wood-based materials, products, and processes; furthering 
the understanding of wood properties; and ensuring 
industry meets the needs of 21st century customers. 
Nearly 180 technical presentations were organized into 
33 sessions, with an additional 128 scientific posters on 
display. Abstracts for the presentations can be found in 
the official program booklet, which is available online at 
fpsconvention.org.

a n n u a l  a W a r d s

Fred W. Gottschalk Memorial Award
Stephen Quarles, Wood Performance & Durability 
Advisor, University of California-Berkeley, was presented 
with the prestigious Fred W. Gottschalk Memorial Award 
for his exceptional service to the Society. The award was 
presented by Barry Goodell, Chair of the 2010 Gottschalk 
Award Judging Committee. Steve has been a longtime 
member and contributor to FPS, having served in numerous 
capacities. He currently serves as one of the Editors for the 
Forest Products Journal.
Markwardt Wood Engineering Award
David Green, Research Engineer Emeritus, and James 
Evans, Mathematical Statistician, both of the USDA Forest 
Products Laboratory, were presented the Markwardt Wood 
Engineering Award for their pair of papers titled “Effect of 
Cyclic Long-Term Temperature Exposure on the Bending 
Strength of Lumber” and “The Immediate Effect of 
Temperature on the Modulus of Elasticity of Green and 
Dry Lumber” published in Wood & Fiber Science. These 
two papers are recognized as very important contributions 
to the complete understanding of temperature effects on 
wood strength. The L.J. Markwardt Wood Engineering 
Award encourages research and promotes knowledge of 
wood in the engineering field. The award was presented 
by Tom McLain, Awards Committee Chair. The award 
consists of an engraved plaque and an honorarium. 

Wood Engineering Achievement Award
Honoring a lifetime of achievement in wood engineering, 
the Wood Engineering Achievement Award was presented 
to David Green by John “Buddy” Showalter, Vice 
President, Technology Transfer, of the American Wood 
Council, sponsor of the award. The Wood Engineering 
Achievement Award recognizes excellence in the 
discipline of wood engineering. David was recognized for 
his longstanding research, development and technology 
transfer efforts on the engineering properties of wood and 
lumber products. 

FPS Visioning & Strategic Planning Sessions

The Executive Board of the Forest Products 
Society has decided to initiate a Visioning and 
Strategic Planning Process to shape the future of the 
organization. To kick off that process, on Saturday, 
June 19—immediately prior to the 64th International 
Convention—the Executive Board met with a small 
group of interested Society leaders in Madison, 
Wisconsin to begin planning for the future. The 
session was very productive and resulted in numerous 
ideas for positioning the Society for a sustainable 
future. The results of the June 19 listening session 
were shared with a broader audience on Sunday, 
June 20. 

You can learn more about the Visioning & Strategic 
Planning Process, including participate in a LinkedIn 
online discussion at forestprod.org/future.

¹   80 researCh institutes          ¹   23 Countries rePresented          ¹   179 teChniCal Presentations



Wood Award
Presented annually, the Society’s Wood Award recognizes 
outstanding research in the field of wood and wood 
products conducted by graduate students. Arijit Sinha of 
Oregon State University was presented with the first place 
award for the paper “Thermal degradation of bending 
strength of plywood and oriented strand board: A kinetics 
approach.” His research focused on developing basic 
information about the engineering properties of plywood 
and oriented strand board at elevated temperatures. This 
information is of critical importance in the design of 
wood structures. Second place was awarded to Sudip 
Chowdhury, Virginia Tech, for the paper “Application of 
2H NMR to probe in-situ organization of lignocelluloses.” 
Sudip’s research focused on the development of basic 
information on the structure of the wood cell wall using 
a novel approach to probe the in-situ orientation of wood 
polymers.
The awards were presented by Ramsay Smith, Arch Wood 
Protection, Inc., sponsor of the Wood Award. 

s o C i a l  n e t W o r K i n g

Paul Bunyan Party
The Convention closed with the annual Paul Bunyan 
Party. Over 270 Convention attendees, friends, and family 
members attended the event overlooking Lake Monona 
while listening to the Fiddlin’ Foresters, the “official 
old-time string band of the US Forest Service.” The Paul 
Bunyan Party was sponsored by TECO.
Pre- and Post- Convention Events
A tour of architect Frank Lloyd Wright’s Taliesin, nestled 

in the scenic Wisconsin River Valley, was held prior to 
the Convention. Following the Convention, attendees 
convened at the USDA Forest Products Laboratory to 
share in its Centennial Celebration and the dedication 
of its new 87,000 square foot cutting edge research 
facility. Following the Centennial Celebration, a tour and 
Wisconsin-style brat fry was held at the Aldo Leopold 
Legacy Center.
A Special Thanks to Sponsors
In addition to the FPS Sections and Chapters, which all 
sponsored the Student Poster Competition, FPS received 
an outstanding response from a variety of groups—
independent consultants, trade and technical associations, 
government agencies, and wood products manufacturers 
and other companies.  A special thank you to all of our 
sponsors!

¹  128 Poster Presentations          ¹   346 attendees          ¹   79 students          ¹   26 neW memBers
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