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ABSTRACT
Vari ous branches of the Forest Service generate fire information, but no
single location provides all publications related to this area. This report
describes the kinds of fire research conducted by the Forest Service and
access to research publications through the FS INFO database. Distribution

centers for research stations, the Washington Ofice, the Forest Products

Laboratory, and the Northeastern Area are also listed.

| NTRODUCTI ON

The Forest Service is a large and conplex organization. Consequently, it
is difficult to identify all Forest Service publications on a given subject.
Publications are produced in many separate offices across the nation. Each
National Forest also produces publications. The FS INFO database provides one
way for identifying items published by the Forest Service. This database
contains bibliographic information on nost Forest Service publications.

Access to the database is now available on the internet.

'The Forest Products Laboratory is maintained in cooperation with the
University of Wsconsin. This article was witten and prepared by U S
Governnent enpl oyees on official time, and it is therefore in the public
domai n and not subject to copyright.
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OVERVI EW OF THE FOREST SERVI CE

As the largest agency in the US. Department of Agriculture (USDA), the
Forest Service employs nore than 30,000 permanent enployees. The Forest
Service is divided into four main branches: State & Private Forestry,
International Forestry, the National Forest System and Research. Each branch
handles a different aspect of fire information. In addition, each branch
operates within differently defined geographical regions.

State & Private Forestry--Focuses on technical applications of fire

information; works with State and private organizations. Two

geographi cal regions: Northeastern Area and reminder of Forest Service
r egi ons.

International Forestry--Coordinates international fire prograns and
responds to international requests for assistance. Treats entire United

States as one geographic region.

National Forest System-Mnages fires on National Forests. Eight
geographi c regions.

Research--Cenerates basic and applied fire information. Eight Forest and

Range Experinent Stations, the Forest Products Laboratory, and the

International Institute for Tropical Forestry, each in a different

geographi c |ocation.

The eight National Forest Regions and eight Research Stations have
different boundaries. Their service areas overlap but are not the same. W
know that current reorganizations and downsizing efforts in the Forest Service
are bringing about nore changes.

Most fire information is generated by the Research branch. Research is

conducted in 185 research work units at 77 |ocations throughout the United

States, Puerto Rico, and the Pacific Trust Islands.
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FI RE RESEARCH

Forest fire and atnospheric sciences research is conducted by 15 Forest
Service research projects or work units located in 10 sites throughout the
United States. Forest fire research, which includes the ecology, physics,
chem stry, and managenent of fire, is conducted at six sites: Seattle,
Washi ngton; Riverside, California;, Mssoula, Mntana; Mdison, Wsconsin; East
Lansing, Mchigan; and Macon, Ceorgia. Forest fire research is also
incorporated in ecosystens research at several other locations. A small staff
unit at the Forest Service Headquarters in Washington, DC, provides overall

coordination. These research projects are listed in the Forest Fire and

At nospheric Sci ences Research Directory, which is available fromthe

Washi ngton office. 2

The Forest Products Laboratory conducts research on the fire safety of
wood products. The mission of the Fire Safety of Wod Products research work
unit is to generate technology for inmproving the fire safety of constructions
that utilize wood. Research areas include fire performance and fire retardant
treatments of wood products, fire growh and fire endurance nodeling, and fire
hazard assessment of structures in the urban-wildland interface. Studies to
assess fire hazards of structures in the urban-w |dland interface are being
conducted in cooperation with units at the Riverside and Macon Forest Fire
Laboratori es.

Fire research at the other Forest Service research sites is focused on

the follow ng areas:

2USDA Forest Servi ce, FFASR, 14th and Independence Ave. S.W, P.QO Box
96090, Washington, DC 20090-6090.
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Macon Fire physics, |andscape ecology, fire nanagement

East Lansing Ef fects of weather on severity of fire, social and
economi ¢ inpacts of fire in wldland-urban interface

M ssoul a Fire ecology, prescribed fire, conbustion processes,
em ssi ons
Seattle Fire and ecosystem nanagenent, snoke risk assessment, fire

and air resource managenent
Ri versi de Postfire effects, fire ecology, renpte sensing of fire and
fire emissions, fire neteorology, fire nanagement in
wi | dl and-urban interface
No single location provides all Forest Service publications on fire
research. Each Research Station publishes their own research reports.
Addresses for the publication offices at various Forest Service Research
Stations are listed at the end of this report. The Forest Products Laboratory
recently sent inFIRE a 1993 bi bliography of fire-related Forest Service
resear ch.
Qher fire information is available outside the Research branch. The
Engi neering Staff of the National Forest Systemwork on the devel opnent of
fire-related technology. Wrk is conducted at the Mssoula and San Diemas
Technol ogy and Devel opnent Centers.
The Snokey Bear Fire Prevention Programis coordinated by Fire and
Avi ation Managenment Staff of the State & Private Forestry branch. As you may
al ready know, 1994 is the 50th anniversary of the Smokey Bear program one of
the best known and |ongest running public service advertising canpaigns.
Snokey Bear has served as a nodel for fire prevention programs started in nmany

ot her countri es.
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ACCESS TO FOREST SERVI CE | NFORVATI ON

I nformation about Forest Service Research publications can be accessed
t hrough many different avenues: the AGRI COLA database, produced by the U S.
National Agricultural Library, the CRI'S database, produced by the USDA, and
the FS INFO database, produced by the Forest Service

FS INFO is a network of Forest Service libraries and information centers
that work cooperatively to produce a bibliographic database. This dat abase
is produced by eight Forest Service Information Centers and a central office
in Washington, DC. Selected articles from502 serials, including Forest
Service series, are entered into the database as wel| as Forest Service
monogr aphs from January 1988 to date, and periodical articles and selected
monogr aphs from the Information Centers. The goal is to include in the
database all itenms that are authored, sponsored, or published by the Forest
Servi ce.

The FS INFO database also includes sone retrospective items. All Forest
Products Laboratory publications from 1910 to the present are included. The
Fire Effects Information System database FIREBASE is currently being entered
into the FS INFO database; the project is about half conpleted. FIREBASE is
an interagency project |located at the Boise Interagency Fire Center and
sponsored by the National WIldfire Coordinating Goup. Newitems for the
FI REBASE dat abase will continue to be entered into the FS I NFO database. The
ol d WESTFORNET database, which was started at the Pacific Southwest Research
Station in Berkeley, is included in the FS | NFO dat abase and was the precursor
to the FS INFO database. Qther retrospective projects are in progress at sone
Forest Service Information Centers. The FS I NFO database currently includes

nore than 120,000 itens.
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The FS I NFO database is available to all Forest Service enployees on the
Forest Service Data Ceneral conputer system The FS I NFO database can al so be

accessed on the internet through the University of California MELVYL system

--To access the MELVYL system telnet to melvyl.ucop. edu.

--Sel ect CAT (for catal og).

--At the pronpt, type USE FSINFO.  This will automatically connect you
to the FS I NFO dat abase.

When you search the FS INFO database, nenus will display various types of
itenms to search for, ask for search terms, and display connectors for search
terms. When you have | ocated the items you want, you will be given the
opportunity to display themin short or full format. Short format displays
the basic citation plus thesaurus subject terms (Fig. 1). Full fornat
displays the full FS INFO record with MARC tags (Fig. 2).

There is no easy way to send a file back to your home system when
accessing FS INFO over the internet. If you have software that will |og your
search, you can collect your information that way or you can print any
information you wish to keep screen by screen.

Use the command LOGOFF to return to the MELVYL system If the FS INFO
dat abase does not accept the LOGOFF command, return to the previous menu and
try the LOGOFF conmmand again. Wen you have reached a high enough level in
the FS INFO nmenu structure, it will accept the LOGOFF command.

The LOGOFF command will return you to the MELVYL system  You also need

to use the LOGOFF conmand to | eave the MELVYL system Happy sear ching!
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Wite, R H

1 Fire endurance research at the Forest Products Laboratory /
Robert H. Wite.
P. 5-7.

Wod design focus. Vol. 1, no. 2 (summer 1990)

Wood products.
Fire resistance.
Research projects.
Bui | di ngs.
Appar at us.

Record Number: 82556

Figure 1. Short format display of basic citation plus thesaurus subject terms
in FS I NFO dat abase.
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Wite, R H

Fire endurance research at the Forest
Robert H Wite.

p. 5-7.

Forest Products Laboratory (U S.)
Wood products.
Fire resistance.
Research projects.
Bui | di ngs.
Appar at us.
Bui | di ng codes.

773_HOSTI TEM Wbod design focus. Vol. 1, no. 2 (summer 1990)
910_SOURCE: Mss

941 Forest Servi ceLOCATI ON: FPL

942 Forest Servi ceCODE: 233. Fire endurance

943 _MACODE: FPL I NT9102 PNV®102

945 NEWRECORD: 910215

989 SURFI LE: Forest Service9l/1

VQLI D 82557

LI BCODE: FOREST SERVI CE | NFORMATI ON NETWORK

OMER: FOREST SERVI CE | NFORMATI ON NETWORK

CREATI ON: FEB 12,1991:11:22

Tl MELAST: MAR 23,1992:13: 29

OPI D LI B CENTRAL

RECI D: 82556

RECTYPE: ARTI CLE
Figure 2.  Full format display of FS INFO record with MARC tags.
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DI STRI BUTI ON CENTERS FOR RESEARCH STATI ONS

[ nt er nount ai n

Robin Renteria

Publication Distribution
Intermountain Research Center
324 25th Street

Ogden, UT 84401

(801) 625-5437

North Central

Susan Pari si

NC Distribution Center
One Gfford Pinchot Drive
Madi son, W 53705-2398
(608) 231-9237

Nor t heast ern

Nor t heast ern For est
Experinment Station

359 Main Road

Del aware, OH 43015

(614) 363-0023

Paci fic Northwest

Paul Barlow (R6/PNW

Paci fic Northwest Research Station
333 SSW First Avenue

P. 0. BOX 3890

Portland, OR 97208

(503) 326-7128
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Paci fic Sout hwest

Vincent Y. Dong

Publication Distribution

Paci fi ¢ Sout hwest Research Station
P. O Box 245
800 Buchanan St.,
Al bany, CA 94701
(510) 559-6324

West Bl dg.

Rocky Mountain

Di ck Schnei der
Publ i cations

Rocky Mountain Forest & Range
Experinment Station

240 West Prospect Road

Fort Collins, CO 80524-8597

(303) 498-1710

Sout heast ern

H A Thomas
Sout heastern Forest Experinent Station
P. O Box 2680

Asheville, NC 28802
(704) 257-4392
Sout hern

Sout hern Forest Experinment Station
T-10210, U S. Postal Service Building
701 Loyola Avenue

New Ol eans, LA 70113

(594) 589-3935



DI STRI BUTI ON CENTERS FOR WASHI NGTON OFFI CE,
FOREST PRODUCTS LABORATORY, AND NORTHEASTERN AREA

Washi ngton O fice

Eul a Emanuel

USDA Forest Service

14th & Independence, S.W
P. O BOX 96090

Washi ngton, DC 20090-6090
(202) 205-0957

Forest Products lLaboratory

James Godfrey

USDA Forest Service

Forest Products Laboratory
One Gfford Pinchot Drive
Madi son, W 53705-2398
(608) 231-9248

on recycled paper
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Nort heastern Area

Joan Jenni ngs

Nort heastern Area
State & Private Forestry
P.O BOX 6775

5 Radnor

100 Matsonford Road,

Radnor ,
(610)

PA 19087- 4585
975-4111

Corporate Center

Suite 200



