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Forest Service Names Dockry to Work with Menominee, Other Tribes                                                                                                                                             
KESHENA, Wis.—The National Center for First American’s Forestlands, located at College of the Menominee Nation in Keshena, Wis., has its first full-time staff member, Mike Dockry, a Green Bay native and a former forest planner with the USDA Forest Service’s Green Mountain and Finger Lakes National Forests. 


The Center for First American Forestlands, a joint project established last year by College of the Menominee Nation and the Forest Service, is intended to promote sustainable forestry–management practices through research, demonstration and extension activities.  Eventually, the center expects to hire additional staff including a director, who will be affiliated with College of the Menominee Nation.


“Sustainable forestry management is management that meets the needs of the present without compromising the ability of future generations to meet their own needs,” Dockry explains.


Dockry’s job will be to promote research and education activities regarding sustainable forestry for College of the Menominee Nation, the Forest Service, other tribes around the country, and the general public.  He will also serve as liaison to facilitate projects involving the Sustainable Development Institute at College of the Menominee Nation and the five Forest Service units involved in the program.


The five participating Forest Service units are: the Eastern Region, which includes 21 states stretching from Maine to Minnesota and Missouri; North Central Research Station (St. Paul, Minn.), Northeastern Research Station (Newtown Square, Pa.), Northeastern Area—State and Private Forestry, and the Forest Products Laboratory in Madison, Wis.


The forestry center grew out of a shared desire by the Forest Service and the Menominee Nation to promote sustainable forestry on public and private forests and promote best practices for sustainable utilization among owners of private forests and tribal forest communities, with an emphasis on sustainable rural development.  Eventually the center is expected to serve a variety of stakeholders such as College of the Menominee Nation and surrounding communities, particularly the timber-rich tribes and Indian and non-Indian rural communities. Nationwide, 44 American Indian tribes own more than 16 million acres of forestland.


Dockry comes to the Center from New York state, where he worked on the management plans for the Green Mountain and Finger Lakes National Forests.  Prior to joining the Forest Service, he served with the Peace Corps in Bolivia, where he worked on soil conservation, reforestation, environmental education, community development and natural resource planning.  Before entering the Peace Corps, he was an environmental planning intern for the Oneida Tribe of Indians of Wisconsin. Dockry is an enrolled member of the Citizen Potawatomi Nation.


Dockry holds a B.S. degree in forestry from the University of Wisconsin-Madison and a master’s degree in forest ecology from Pennsylvania State University.  He is a 1990 graduate of Abbott-Pennings High School. 
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