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A B S T R A C T

This study provides the yield in square feet
(3/8-inch basis) of veneer suitable for a C-D
grade, five-ply sheathing product from quaking
aspen logs from an area of the Lake States.
Average yields by diameter, per bolt, per cord,
and per l,000-board-foot Scribner Decimal C
log scale are reported.
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I N T R O D U C T I O N

Quaking aspen (Populus tremuloides, Michx.)
is a rapid-growing, short-lived tree. It is partic-
ularly known by its aggressiveness in invading
forest sites that have been cut and burned. This
is evidenced by the fact that, at present, the
aspen-birch type occupies approximately one-
third of the commercial forest land of the Lake
States.

Despite a wide variety of uses for aspen, a
surplus of this species remains. The volume of

growth and desirable cut far exceed the volume
actually cut. It is apparent that present uses of
aspen must be expanded, or new uses found to
take full advantage of the potential of this species.
One new use for aspen that may merit evaluation
is for sheathing plywood.

This study,-2 designed to provide information
on the yield of veneer suitable for a C-D grade
five-ply sheathing product from aspen logs, will
be of value in such an evaluation.

1-Mainta ined at  Madison, Wis . i n  c o o p e r a t i o n  w i t h  t h e  U n i v e r s i t y  o f  W i s c o n s i n .

2- In  cooperat ion wi th  the Winton Company,  Minneapol is ,  Minn.



MATERIAL and METHODS

One thousand and sixty-seven aspen logs
(approximately 60 cords) from northeastern
Minnesota were selected for study. Of these,
790 were designated for peeling on an 8-foot
lathe and 277 for peeling on a 4-foot lathe. An
effort was made to sample the full range of
quality of peelable-3 logs in each diameter class.
However, this sample was not designed to repre-
sent the distribution of diameter or quality in
the existing stands. Table 1 lists the size of the
sample logs and the number cut on each lathe.

Sample logs were cut to 104 inches in length.
The diameter, together with a color-coded mark
to indicate the lathe designated to peel them, was
painted on the end of each bolt. Logs were then
transported to the veneer mill for peeling.

At the veneer mill each log was assigned a log
number for identification Logs processed on the

8-foot lathe were peeled into l/10-inch-thick
(0.108) veneer to a 6-1/2-inch core. The core
was shunted to the 4-foot lathe for further
peeling. All veneer peeled was clipped for grade;
the minimum width was 4 inches. All pieces
produced were marked with the parent log number.

Eight-foot cores and the logs designated for
the 4-foot lathe were bucked into 4-foot bolts.
Each bolt was marked with the parent log number.

Bolts processed on the 4-foot lathe were
peeled into 1/10-inch veneer to a 3-3/4-inch
core. Again, all veneer produced was clipped
for grade, and each piece was marked with the
parent log number.

After clipping, the veneer was dried, graded, 4-
and sorted for layup. Each piece was then
measured and tallied by log number, grade,
actual width, and length.

R E S U L T S

Core Size

Of the 790 logs designated for peeling on the
8-foot lathe, 712 (or 90 percent) were peeled to
a 6-1/2 inch core. Fourteen (or 2 percent) were
peeled to a core less than 6-1/2 inches, and
64 (or 8 percent) were peeled to a core more
than 6-1/2 inches. Core size ranged from 6-1/4
inches to 11 inches. Excessively oversized cores
resulted from chuck spin-out or other difficulties
in holding the bolt in the 8-foot lathe and main-
taining a smooth peel.

Veneer Yield

In industry for comparative purposes, veneer
yields are commonly expressed in terms of
“square feet on a 3/8-inch basis.” In keeping
with this practice the 1/10-inch veneer yields
obtained from the study logs have been converted
to a 3/8-inch basis.

 A peelable log is one that does not have either center decay or hole larger than 3 inches, or sweep in
excess of 2 inches. Seams and large cankers (over 4 inches in diameter) must be confined to one face.

 U.S.  Department of  Commerce.  Western Softwood Plywood,  Commercial  Standard CS-122-60,  (1990).
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The veneer produced from the logs designated
for peeling on the 8-foot lathe fell into three cat-
egories: full 8-foot lengths of veneer, 4-foot
fishtails, and 4-foot veneer from the cores.
Tables 2 to 4 list the average veneer yields per
bolt and per cord by bolt diameter for each of
the three veneer categories. Theoretically, bolt
diameter should have little or no influence on
veneer yield from cores. Average yield per bolt
of 4-foot veneer from the cores, as listed in
table 4, appears to increase as bolt diameter

increases. The reason for this is not apparent
from this study.

Table 5 lists the total of all categories of
veneer produced from bolts peeled on the 8-foot
lathe.

Table 6 lists the veneer yields obtained from
the 277 logs peeled on the 4-foot lathe.

Since the purchase of aspen logs on a log scale
basis may be considered, table 7, which lists the
“Volume Recovery Factor” by log diameter for
Scribner Decimal C log scale, is included.
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D I S C U S S I O N

In the production of 4- by 8-foot plywood
panels, veneer in both 4-foot and 8-foot lengths
is required. However, the 8-foot requirements
exceed the 4-foot requirements by varying
amounts depending upon the number of plies
making up the panel. For three-ply panels,
67 percent of the veneer must be 8 feet long;
for five-ply panels, 60 percent must be 8 feet
long; and for seven-ply, 57 percent must be
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8 feet long. Because of this, the ratio of 8-foot-
long veneer to total veneer yield per bolt by
bolt-diameter is an important consideration.

For example, table 8 shows that, for bolts
8 inches in diameter, only 16 percent of the total
yield is 8-foot-long veneer. From this it is
evident that the required yield of 57 to 67 per-
cent of 8-foot-long veneer cannot be obtained
from a supply of logs that is predominately
8 inches in diameter if the limit of peel is to a
6-1/2-inch core. In fact, the required yield of
8-foot-long veneer cannot be obtained until bolts
12 inches and up in diameter are peeled.



5



6FPL 59



7



PUBLICATION LISTS ISSUED BY THE

FOREST PRODUCTS LABORATORY

The following lists of publications deal with investigative projects of the
Forest Products Laboratory or relate to special interest groups and are avail-
able upon request:

Architects, Builders, Engineers,
and Retail Lumbermen

Box, Crate, and Packaging Data

Chemistry of Wood

Drying of Wood

Fire Protection

Fungus and Insect Defects in
Forest Products

Furniture Manufacturers,
Woodworkers, and Teachers
of Woodshop Practice

Glue and Plywood

Growth, Structure, and
Identification of Wood

Logging, Milling, and Utilization
of Timber Products

Mechanical Properties of Timber

Structural Sandwich, Plastic
Laminates, and Wood-Base
Components

Thermal Properties of Wood

Wood Fiber Products

Wood Finishing Subjects

Wood Preservation
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Note: Since Forest Products Laboratory publications are so varied in subject
matter, no single catalog of titles is issued. Instead, a listing is made for
each area of Laboratory research. Twice a year, January 1 and July 1,
a list is compiled showing new reports for the previous 6 months.
This is the only item sent regularly to the Laboratory's mailing roster,
and it serves to keep current the various subject matter listings. Names
may be added to the mailing roster upon request.
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