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Abstract 
Certain issues in recent softwood lumber trade negotiations 
have centered on the method for converting estimates of 
timber volumes reported in cubic meters to board feet. Such 
conversions depend on many factors; three of the most im-
portant of these are log length, diameter, and taper. Average 
log diameters vary by region and have declined in the west-
ern United States due to the growing scarcity of large diame-
ter, old-growth trees. Such a systematic reduction in size in 
the log population affects volume conversions from cubic 
units to board feet, which makes traditional rule of thumb 
conversion factors antiquated. In this paper we present an 
improved empirical method for performing cubic volume  
to board foot conversions. 
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SI conversion factors 

Inch�pound Conversion factor SI unit 

inch 25.4 millimeter 

foot 0.3048 meter 

cubic foot 0.0283 cubic meter 
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